TAN

IAN XIANG @ HAN AS

IWORTH




Tan Han Xiang @ Han Ashworth

ABOUT

I'm an experienced floral designer who has
created works on different scale. Being a
contemporary artist, I make use of
convention knowledge on floral design to
create modern design befitting of the
occasion and targeted audience. Each piece
has its own story and I seek to share each
story with the audience by focusing on form,
colour, balance, proportion & contrast.

My designs are influenced by my love for
nature and a deep connection with human
emotions. To symbolise the coexistence of
man and nature, my artwork features a
fusion between plants and manmade




Tan Han Xiang @ Han Ashworth

ABOUT

[ have a degree in Facilities Management
from Herriot Watt University. Being a
facilities manager and a senior fire safety
manager have given me opportunities to
create landscaping design, estate decoration
and coordinate events.

Having a passion for floral designing, I
decided to pursue my interest in it. Since
then, I have obtained Professional Certificate
in Florist Development, American Floral
Design and European Floral Design from
Nobleman School of Floral Design. Nobleman
School of Floral Design is recognised by
World Flower Council (WFC). Not only does it
have the expertise in fundamental floral
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Singapore Garden Festival 2014
Table-top Floral Display Competition (Amateur Category)
Preliminary Round - Finalist
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Singapore Garden Festival 2014
Table-top Floral Display Competition
Gold & Best of Show Award

Miracle Dining Table

Ak / Y/ Y4 27,
I believe that everyone has
a dream. Each of us has
someone we miss or wish
to meet up with regardless
of time and space. This
table is a place where
wonderful events can
happen. This spiral
surrounding the table and
chairs is symbolic of the
power and energy that
create the miracle — time
travel

Let’s cherish the present
and celebrate the
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Permanent Exhibition in Community Garden
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Singapore Garden Festival 2016
Floral Window to the World
Preliminary Round - Finalist
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Spectacular Cherishing Moment

Each individual shape of the whale’s tail have their own unique identity and by the patterns of
wear and tears on them, record down what has happened to it in its life.

No matter how much hardship they have gone through and how severely they have suffered. There

-| would still be a moment which can be siectacular and worth to be cherished. |.



Permanent Exhibition in Community Garden




Singapore Garden Festival 2016
Floral Window to the World
International — Bronze Award
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The Message Within
I believes that many of us have a message that we wish to tell our loved ones but are perhaps

too shy to tell them.

The metal sculpture symbolises an unwavering heart towards our loved ones while the
flowers within symbolise the beauty of our inner voice. In essence, this is a sound wave of a

- hidden messaie deeﬁ inside our heart to our beloved one. -



Demonstration in Garden by the Bay




Floral Designers Society Singapore’s
Young Designer Awards 2017 — Runner-up
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The Girl Who Walked on a Cloud

Her tales of hardship and bullying have finally
ended when a kind-hearted fairy rewarded her
with endurance, perseverance and strength by a
wave of her magic wand.

E he gained the magic ability to walk on a cloud
which lead her to a mystical place.



Featured in “Bk&B3#R” in 2016
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Featured in “Straits Times” in 2014

Some of the beneficiaries from five charities who visited the Singapore Garden Festival yesterday. Accompanied by staff
from SPH, they took a 30-minute guided tour around the Landscape and Fantasy Gardens. PHOTO: LIANHE ZAOBAO

Thrilled by visit to the Gardens

By TJOA SHZE HUI

YESTERDAY, Suzanna Kamaz
stepped into Gardens by the Bay
for the first time.

“There are so many flowers
here and lots of exciting displays
to enjoy,” said the 13-year-old,
who is an orphan. “I have never

in the Gardens before to see
owers up close.”

she was among 110 beneficiar-

. For most of them, the
sed by gapore
gs (SPH), was their

first visit to the Gardens.
Accompanied by more than 50
E from SPH, the beneficiaries
took a 30-minute guided tour

around the Landscape and Fanta-
sy Gardens.

Nursing supervisor Eloisa Po-
bre, who is from the Movement
for the Intellectually Disabled of
Singapore (Minds), said: “It was
good for them to come here and
learn new things about flowers,
vegetables and fruits.”

her than Min the other
shna Mis-
sion Boys’ Home, Club Rai W,
Child@Street 11, and Hope Cen-
tre Singapore.
The outing is one of several
as lined up th
to mark its 30th anniversary.

o far, it has held a concert by
the Singapore Symphony Orches-
tra at Victoria Concert Hall, and
invited artist Stephen Wiltshire
to sketch Singapore’s

In November, it will take part
in a special donation drive along-
side the SPH Foundation, where
the Government will match its
donations to raise $1 million for
50 different charities.

Ms Chin Soo Fang, head of

corporate communica-
id that

’s outing was merely
tion tries to
derprivileged.

For Mr Yeo, who
works in inte ales at SPH,
the outing certainly worth-
while.

“With just a little effort, we
could bring such big smiles to the
faces of the children and benefic
aries. It’s the least we can do for
society,” he said.

tjoash@sph.com.sg

Floral designer Tan Han Xiang (above centre)

his display, Miracle Dining Table, for the Celebrations!
Floral Table series.
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eatured in “Straits Times” in 2016

Chasing his flower dreams

ESTHER TEO

MR TAN Han Xiang may seem lik
atypical building facilities manager
to the uninitiated, but place a pair
of garden shears in his hands and
the 29-year-old transforms flowers
into magnificent pieces of ar

So far this year, he has won in
the public round of the Singapore
Garden Festival’s Floral Windows
to the World Competition held in
April

The competition features floral
window installations by celebrated
local and international floral de-
signers, and this year was the first
time it held a qualifying round for
Singaporeans to compete for a spot
at the finals during the festival.

In 2014, Mr Tan participated in
the Table-top Floral Display com-
petition, for which he won Gold and
Best of Show.

Natural talent

Mr Tan stumbled upon his passion
and talent for floral arrangement
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Mr Tan in action during the SGF 2016 Floral Windows to the World qualifying rounds.

three years ago when his god

ther passed him some cut flowers.
Thinking it would be a waste to
discard the fresh flowers, Mr Tan
decided to try his hand at arranging
them. The end result surprised his
family

“No one — not even me — thought
I'd be capable of floral arrangement
as [ had not learnt anything relat-
ed to it before. I did not even know
how to appreciate flowers,” he re-
calls.

“But after completing my very
first floral arrangement, | was
amazed by how stunning it looked.
I realised that I really enjoyed it as
a form of expression. I love giving
every floral arrangement design or
installation a story to make it lively
and meaningful.”

His family encouraged him to go
for floral arrangement classes, and
he enrolled in the Nobleman School
of Floral Design, a Singapore-based
school that teaches hobbyists and
professionals classic and contem-

ry flower arranging.

Under the mentorship of the
school’s principal and founder An
son Low and master trainer June
lan, he learnt how to match col-
our combinations, interior design,
fashion design and woodwork as
well as metal and wiring works.

Rising to the challeng

In spite of his new skills and com-
petition wins, Mr Tan admits that
the process of designing and piec-
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ing together floral arrangements
remains very challenging.

He says: “ am not a very organised
person, and my table and surround-
ings always get very messy when lam
in the midst of an installation. | am
still not very skilled at handi
ther, so I work quite slowly.

“I have yet to overcome my chal-
lenges, but I am working hard and
practising more often.”

Mr Tan has since cultivated a
greater sense of patience — he
plans more system-
atically, thinking
through the instal
ation’s design be-
fore executing the
set-up. In addition
to becoming more
detail-oriented and
meticulous, he has
also learnt to be more
flexible.

The hobby has al
s0 introduced him to
fellow floral arrange-
ment enthusiasts,
some of \\'h()l“ even
volunteer to help him
prepare and set up his
installations during

afts ei-

competitions.

Always on the lookout for the
next winner’s high, Mr Tan relishes
the excitement of floral arrange
ment competitions and the chance
to create grand installations to
share with the crowd.

Despite his impending showdown
with 14 other international and local
designers at the final stage of the
Floral Windows to the World Com-
petition, the novice competitor says
he feels honoured to be competing
with pros from around the world,
and is looking forward to viewing
their completed floral displays.

As a dark horse in the compe
tition, he feels he has “nothing to
lose”, and is emboldened by the
strong support from his family
and school, as well as relatives and
friends.

Mr Tan’s dream is to compete
overseas. He says: “If there’s an op
portunity, I will definitely consider
itas I want to gain more experience.
Floral arrangement is something I
love and enjoy doin
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